


      

What to look out for…

Many cameras have di�erent quality settings so you can 
shoot at lower resolutions. This creates smaller �le sizes, 
increasing the number of photos that can be stored on 
your memory card. The settings on di�erent cameras vary 
hugely between models and manufacturers.

OPtICAL Zoom
Most digital cameras have zoom lenses. For each model, 
we show the optical zoom range. For example, a camera 
might have an optical zoom range of 38mm to 105mm. The 
lower the �rst number, the wider the angle of view the lens 
can manage – useful for taking landscape shots, for 
example, or indoor shots in cramped conditions.

The higher �gure indicates how far the zoom extends. 
The larger this number, the closer you can zoom in to 
distant objects. On a typical compact digital camera, this 
�gure is around 105mm, though some go up to 420mm 

RESoLUtIoN
The quality of a digital photograph 
depends partly on the camera’s resolution, 
which is de�ned in megapixels (Mp). More 
Mp means more detail, so you can print 
larger photos without seeing ‘blockiness’. 
The table below shows the Mp you need, 
depending on what size prints you want. 
However, nearly all cameras are over 7.2Mp 
so unless you want to print very large 
images, the number of Mp is no longer as 
important as it was.

Bear in mind that cropping photos with image-editing 
software e�ectively lowers resolution. Always work on 
copies of your original images. 

The quality of the lens and the quality and size of the 
sensor inside the camera play a big part in determining  
the sharpness and colour accuracy of your pictures. For 
example, a 7.2Mp camera with a good lens and a high-
quality sensor could provide better quality pictures overall 
than a 10Mp camera with a good lens but low-quality 
sensor (as long as you don’t want huge prints).

IMAGE SiZE FOR PRiNT  
�iNCHES�

RESOLUTiON REQUiRED 
�MEGAPiXELS�

6x4 2.2

7x5 3.2

10x8 7.2

11x14 13.9
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Lower resolutions
Shooting at less than the maximum resolution saves 
storage space. For example, if you have limited 
capacity on your memory card, you can shoot at 1Mp. 
This creates 
smaller file sizes, 
but you won’t be 
able to print the 
images as large  
or zoom in on 
them as far 
without seeing 
pixels. If you’re 
unsure about 
which setting is 
right for you,  
take a subject  
at different 
settings and 
check the images 
on your computer.

Resolution

Resolution is measured as the number of pixels 
(picture elements) in millions (megapixels) that a  
digital camera can record – this number is one factor 
that affects the level of detail a digital camera can 
record. Pixels are tiny dots of colour that make up an 
image; a computer screen also uses pixels to form 
images – if you look closely at your monitor, you can 
see the dots. The chart, right, shows how many 
megapixels are required for a top-quality print of 
different sizes.

Resolution is given as a figure, such as 2592x1944  
(the number of horizontal pixels times the number of 
vertical pixels), or by the total number of pixels, such as 
5 megapixels (Mp). More Mp means more detail, so  
you can create bigger prints without ‘blockiness’ 
(visible square pixels in the image – see p13). If you 
want to print a large image size such as 10x8in, you will 
need about 7Mp for a top-quality print. You can still get 
good-quality prints with around half these 
recommended Mp, but they won’t be as good as high 
quality film photos.

compression

Compression means that you discard some data: the key 
information is still there but not all the detail. Compression 
options are often called super-fine, fine or normal. Super-
fine sets low compression, giving high image quality but 
also large file sizes. Normal gives lower image quality, but 
you’ll fit more photos on your memory card. However, we 
were unable to see much difference between the two 
photos on the right when zoomed in at 100%.

10x8in 7.2Mp

7x5in 3.2Mp

6x4in 2.2Mp

Spot the difference: 
the image on the  
left (taken at  
super-fine) is 7MB; 
the one on the  
right (normal) is 
around 10x smaller 
at 750KB 
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Which? test results & best buys

1 Tables of all tested models plus prices & scores  
Your Which? data report kicks off on the next page 
with two summaries: standard digital cameras and 

digital SLRs (DSLRs) – you can get to them by using the 
blue Which? test results buttons on the right

2 Detailed reports on every tested model 
When you find a model you're interested in, just 
click on its name to go to a detailed product 

page, where you can read the latest Which? expert 
review with ratings, model features and specifications

3 Compare prices on Which? Reviews  
Click on the Compare prices button on the 
product review page to jump to a price 

comparison on Which? Reviews, from where you can 
click through to buy online from the listed stores

The following section of this Instant download 
has been generated automatically so we can 
deliver the latest Which? product reviews and 
scores – here's what to expect… 

Which? test results:  
digital cameras

Which? test results:  
digital SLRs

Which? table of all products tested

click on a model to see full product details: data downloaded from the Which? database on 23/03/09
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Which? review
75% £187.49

+
First-rate voice recognition,  

very easy programming, very 

straightforward to change routes

– None

The Best Buy Garmin Nüvi 860T is the best currently available sat nav we’ve tested. It 

is easy to use, and offers strong performance across all assessment areas.

It is easy to install, and the easiest of any to program – our testers found the voice 

recognition system very responsive and useful. All programming can be done using this 

feature, with no need to touch the screen at all. 

It comes with European mapping covering 35 countries as standard. Routing accuracy 

is excellent, and the traffic management system provides good information, with 

estimated delay times. If you make a wrong turn, re-routing calculations are fast and 

accurate. 

 
Other powerful features include the ability to save ‘favourite’ locations, either at 

programming stage or by saving ‘current position’. 

The display is a reasonably large (109mm) widescreen format, which provides good, 

clear images, but isn’t as good as some smaller screens for storage. That said, it can 

still fit into larger pockets. 

It displays a split screen when approaching a turn, with a schematic view of the 

intersection and a countdown to the junction next to the route map. We also like the 

Panoramio feature, which provides photos and location information about ‘favourites’ 

or points of interest.

Test results

Test criteria
Rating

Performance

 Accuracy of destinations *****

 Route accuracy ****

 Speed of re-routing ****

Usability

 Ease of set up ****

Useful functions

 Ease of programming *****

 Ease of changing routes ***

 Overall ease of use ****

Full specification

Specification criteria
Specification

Performance

 Type
Portable

 Screen size
109

 Traffic monitoring
Yes

 European maps
Yes

 Places of interest
Yes

 Speed camera information Yes

 Updateable en route
Details of subscription not yet available

 Avoids toll roads
Yes

Which? besT bUy PRodUcT
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Which? review
75% £187.49

+
First-rate voice recognition,  
very easy programming, very 
straightforward to change routes

– None

The Best Buy Garmin Nüvi 860T is the best currently available sat nav we’ve tested. It 
is easy to use, and offers strong performance across all assessment areas.
It is easy to install, and the easiest of any to program – our testers found the voice 
recognition system very responsive and useful. All programming can be done using this 
feature, with no need to touch the screen at all. 

It comes with European mapping covering 35 countries as standard. Routing accuracy 
is excellent, and the traffic management system provides good information, with 
estimated delay times. If you make a wrong turn, re-routing calculations are fast and 
accurate. 
 
Other powerful features include the ability to save ‘favourite’ locations, either at 
programming stage or by saving ‘current position’. 

The display is a reasonably large (109mm) widescreen format, which provides good, 
clear images, but isn’t as good as some smaller screens for storage. That said, it can 
still fit into larger pockets. 

It displays a split screen when approaching a turn, with a schematic view of the 
intersection and a countdown to the junction next to the route map. We also like the 
Panoramio feature, which provides photos and location information about ‘favourites’ 
or points of interest.

Test results
Test criteria Rating

Performance

	 Accuracy of destinations *****
	 Route accuracy ****
	 Speed of re-routing ****
Usability

	 Ease of set up	 ****
Useful functions

	 Ease of programming *****
	 Ease of changing routes ***
	 Overall ease of use ****
Full specification
Specification criteria Specification

Performance

	 Type Portable

	 Screen size 109

	 Traffic monitoring Yes

	 European maps Yes

	 Places of interest Yes

	 Speed camera information Yes

	 Updateable en route Details of subscription not yet available

	 Avoids toll roads Yes

Which? best buy product
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