





A 15-inch display (measured diagonally) makes for a
standard-size laptop. A desktop replacement may come
with a 17-inch display — possibly even a widescreen
version — and ultra-portables may go as low as the 12-inch
mark, while mini-laptops, or netbooks, can be a squint-
inducing 7 inches.

Widescreen displays are great if you want to watch TV
or DVDs on the move, but can also give useful additional
desktop space when running multiple applications — you
can arrange multiple windows side by side rather than on
top of one another. Most laptops have an external
VGA socket so you can connect to a larger monitor or TV.

Screens can either be glossy or matt. Try to check out
laptop screens in-store, as gloss screens can su er from
annoying glare and re ections.

Webcams

Many newer laptops come with a tiny digital camera —
called a webcam — built into the lid just above the screen.
The best laptop webcams have around 2 megapixels (Mp)

resolution. If you need to add a separate USB webcam, you

can plug it into the USB port and clip it on the screen.

Sound

Most laptops have a sound card on the motherboard
(main circuit board). This will be adequate for playing
MP3s, DVD soundtracks and most other tasks.
Computers generally have a 3.5mm audio output (green)
for headphones, and some have an integral microphone,
which can be used for internet phone calls.

They may also have additional coloured

sockets:

line out (black) for external speakers
line in (blue) for

external sources — for

example, for recording
mic in (pink) for an

external microphone.

BLUETOOTH,

USB AND WI FI

Connecting your laptop: USB and Firewire

Check that your chosen model has enough USB ports for
connecting devices such as digital cameras, printers and
external keyboards, and a Firewire port (used for some
camcorders) if you need it.

Bluetooth

If you want your laptop to communicate wirelessly with
Bluetooth devices, such as mobile phones or wireless
mice, then ensure that it has Bluetooth built-in. The
alternative is to buy a separate USB Bluetooth ‘dongle’.

Expresscard slots

Expresscard slots enable a variety of accessories to be
plugged into a laptop. These include external hard disks
and solid-state drives, wireless network (Wi-Fi) cards and
TV tuner cards.))
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WHICH? TEST RESULTS & BEST BUYS

The next section of this Instant download has
been generated automatically so we can
deliver the latest Which? product reviews and
scores — here's what to expect...

A table of all tested products plus prices & scores : SRR T

Your Which? data report kicks off on the next page B o sesTRUY P00

with a summary table of products in this category 2 e S\ :
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Detailed reports on every tested model il
When you find a model you're interested in, just
click on its name to go to a detailed product ////
page, where you can read the latest Which? expert
review with ratings, model features and specifications

Compare prices on Which? Reviews Which? test results:

Click on the Compare prices button on the laptops

product review page to jump to a price
comparison on Which? Reviews, from where you can
click through to buy online from the listed stores




WHICH? TABLE OF ALL PRODUCTS TESTED

Click on a model to see full product details: data downloaded from the Which? database on 23/03/09
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