


      

FEATURES EXPLAINED

Hover your mouse pointer over these areas of the screen to see explanations

detailed view of the roundabout you’re approaching next 
to a map view indicating your overall direction. Some 
hand-held satnavs have very small screens, with a non-
standard picture format.

 quality
The satnav display needs to be large enough to view 
clearly. It should also be bright enough to be seen in 
daylight, and, preferably, feature anti-glare protection. 
Check, too, that it dims automatically at night – some 
models have nighttime colours to reduce glare. Screen 
clarity has improved signi�cantly with the introduction of 
widescreen satnavs. 

ScREENs
 size 

Satnav screen size is de�ned as the diagonal measurement 
across the screen (in mm). Widescreen satnavs (such as 
the TomTom 940) are the same shape as a widescreen TV, 
compared with the standard, more square format. Our tests 
have found that graphics and text on widescreen satnavs 
are generally easier to read. They can also show two 
images side by side in ‘split-screen’ mode – for example, a 

We explain what’s on o�er, plus how to 
install your satnav and how it works
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Related websites

Mio satnavs

ViaMichelin satnavs

Snooper satnavs

Actions

print all sections

print 'Features explained'

compare prices online

Go to Which? test 
results & Best Buys



      

get more from your satnav

Radio signals are transmitted from as many as 32 GPS 
satellites – the number varies as older versions fail and 
new ones replace them. Each satellite has an atomic 
clock and transmits time information that satnavs can use 
to work out how far away they are by triangulation. 

The receiver works out – triangulates – its position and 
generates a map, and voice commands if a route is plotted. 
The map and route are derived from internal map data, and 
the voice is either computer-generated or a playback of 
recorded instructions. System illustrated is TomTom.

Your provider’s mobile  
phone network

Vodafone mobile 
phone network

Satellite C

Satellite BSatellite A

Voice and data 
connection between 
the phone and your 
mobile network

Bluetooth connection 
between mobile 

phone and satnav – 
for handsfree calling 

and texts

Data connection 
between satnav and 

Vodafone network – for 
traffic information

Satnav with Sim 
card and mobile 

phone network data 
transceiver
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Understanding how the system works – and how you can link it to your mobile 
phone – will help you get the best from your satnav
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Related websites

Satnav on Wikipedia

Triangulation on Wikipedia

Actions

print all sections

print 'Get more…satnav'

compare prices online

Go to Which? test 
results & Best Buys



      

Which? test results & best buys

1 A table of all tested products plus prices & scores  
Your Which? data report kicks off on the next page 
with a summary table of products in this category 

that we've tested – you can get there by using the blue 
Which? test results button below right 

2 Detailed reports on every tested model 
When you find a model you're interested in, just 
click on its name to go to a detailed product 

page, where you can read the latest Which? expert 
review with ratings, model features and specifications

3 Compare prices on Which? Reviews  
Click on the Compare prices button on the 
product review page to jump to a price 

comparison on Which? Reviews, from where you can 
click through to buy online from the listed stores

The next section of this Instant download has 
been generated automatically so we can 
deliver the latest Which? product reviews and 
scores – here's what to expect… 

Which? test results:  
satnavs

Which? table of all products tested

click on a model to see full product details: data downloaded from the Which? database on 23/03/09
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Which? review
75% £187.49

+
First-rate voice recognition,  

very easy programming, very 

straightforward to change routes

– None

The Best Buy Garmin Nüvi 860T is the best currently available sat nav we’ve tested. It 

is easy to use, and offers strong performance across all assessment areas.

It is easy to install, and the easiest of any to program – our testers found the voice 

recognition system very responsive and useful. All programming can be done using this 

feature, with no need to touch the screen at all. 

It comes with European mapping covering 35 countries as standard. Routing accuracy 

is excellent, and the traffic management system provides good information, with 

estimated delay times. If you make a wrong turn, re-routing calculations are fast and 

accurate. 

 
Other powerful features include the ability to save ‘favourite’ locations, either at 

programming stage or by saving ‘current position’. 

The display is a reasonably large (109mm) widescreen format, which provides good, 

clear images, but isn’t as good as some smaller screens for storage. That said, it can 

still fit into larger pockets. 

It displays a split screen when approaching a turn, with a schematic view of the 

intersection and a countdown to the junction next to the route map. We also like the 

Panoramio feature, which provides photos and location information about ‘favourites’ 

or points of interest.

Test results

Test criteria
Rating

Performance

 Accuracy of destinations *****

 Route accuracy ****

 Speed of re-routing ****

Usability

 Ease of set up ****

Useful functions

 Ease of programming *****

 Ease of changing routes ***

 Overall ease of use ****

Full specification

Specification criteria
Specification

Performance

 Type
Portable

 Screen size
109

 Traffic monitoring
Yes

 European maps
Yes

 Places of interest
Yes

 Speed camera information Yes

 Updateable en route
Details of subscription not yet available

 Avoids toll roads
Yes

Which? besT bUy PRodUcT
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compare prices back to table home
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Which? table of all products tested
Click on a model to see full product details: data downloaded from the Which? database on 23/03/09
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Which? review
75% £187.49

+
First-rate voice recognition,  
very easy programming, very 
straightforward to change routes

– None

The Best Buy Garmin Nüvi 860T is the best currently available sat nav we’ve tested. It 
is easy to use, and offers strong performance across all assessment areas.
It is easy to install, and the easiest of any to program – our testers found the voice 
recognition system very responsive and useful. All programming can be done using this 
feature, with no need to touch the screen at all. 

It comes with European mapping covering 35 countries as standard. Routing accuracy 
is excellent, and the traffic management system provides good information, with 
estimated delay times. If you make a wrong turn, re-routing calculations are fast and 
accurate. 
 
Other powerful features include the ability to save ‘favourite’ locations, either at 
programming stage or by saving ‘current position’. 

The display is a reasonably large (109mm) widescreen format, which provides good, 
clear images, but isn’t as good as some smaller screens for storage. That said, it can 
still fit into larger pockets. 

It displays a split screen when approaching a turn, with a schematic view of the 
intersection and a countdown to the junction next to the route map. We also like the 
Panoramio feature, which provides photos and location information about ‘favourites’ 
or points of interest.

Test results
Test criteria Rating

Performance

	 Accuracy of destinations *****
	 Route accuracy ****
	 Speed of re-routing ****
Usability

	 Ease of set up	 ****
Useful functions

	 Ease of programming *****
	 Ease of changing routes ***
	 Overall ease of use ****
Full specification
Specification criteria Specification

Performance

	 Type Portable

	 Screen size 109

	 Traffic monitoring Yes

	 European maps Yes

	 Places of interest Yes

	 Speed camera information Yes

	 Updateable en route Details of subscription not yet available

	 Avoids toll roads Yes

Which? best buy product
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