





CAMCORDER FAQs

Common questions answered

Q ARE MEMORY CARD CAMCORDERS AS
GOOD AS REGULAR CAMCORDERS?
First there were large analogue camcorders, then digital
ones appeared that were a fraction of the size. Now we
have a new breed of digital camcorders — those recording
on memory card. These are the smallest and lightest of all,
with some weighing less than 200 grams. These models
are practically pocketable and easy to carry around, and
some take very good quality video. Memory card models
are easy to use, too: if you have a memory-card reader
(USB or built in to your computer), just take the memory
card out the camcorder, put it in the reader slot and use
Windows Explorer to drag and drop the files.

One disadvantage, though, is that you probably won't
be able to fit accessories such as lens converters or
external microphones, and very small camcorders often
don't have viewfinders.

TAKING VIDEO?

Nearly all digital cameras can record video with sound. But
compared with camcorders, video quality isn’'t that good
(apart from a few exceptions), though it's usually fine for a

quick clip. The other limitation with digital cameras is only a

few allow you to use optical zoom while recording while all

camcorders have a zoom function (see 'Features explained'

on p3 for more about camcorder features).

Q HOW DO | CONNECT MY CAMCORDER
TO MY TV AND OTHER EQUIPMENT?
Camcorders have various sockets for connecting to a
computer, TV or DVD recorder. See right for some of the
most common standard-definition ones. Also check what
sockets your computer, TV and DVD recorder have.

Q ARE DIGITAL CAMERAS ANY GOOD FOR

composite
All models have this socket. Your
camcorder will be supplied with a
composite cable; this has a — typically
yellow — connection on one end that you
plug into your TV or DVD recorder.

S-Video
Only some camcorders have this.
It serves the same purpose as the
composite socket, but image quality
should be a bit better. Some camcorders
with S-video have a two-in-one
composite/S-video socket.

Firewire (DV, IEEE1394 or i.Link)

This lets you link a Mini-DV camcorder

to a computer to transfer footage quickly

and without compromising image quality.

If your computer doesn't have a Firewire

port, you should be able to install a
Firewire card yourself (around £25 — but get a professional
to install it if you're unsure of the process). You'll also need
a Firewire cable to connect the camcorder to the computer
(roughly another £5).

USB 2.0
The USB 2.0 socket is used to transfer
footage from hard-disk or DVD models
to a computer. It can also be used for
transferring photos or short video clips
from a camcorder’s memory card to your
computer. Your camcorder will usually come with a USB
cable for connecting the two. m
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WHICH? TEST RESULTS & BEST BUYS

The following section of this Instant download
has been generated automatically so we can
deliver the latest Which? product reviews and
scores — here's what to expect...
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Tables of all tested models plus prices & scores

Your Which? data report kicks off on the next page

with three summaries: camcorders, HD camcorders
and video editing software - you can get to them by
using the blue buttons on the right

Which? test results:

Detailed reports on every tested model camcorders

When you find a model you're interested in, just

click on its name to go to a detailed product
page, where you can read the latest Which? expert
review with ratings, model features and specifications

Which? test results:
HD camcorders

Compare prices on Which? Reviews

Click on the Compare prices button on the

product review page to jump to a price Which? test results:
comparison on Which? Reviews, from where you can video editing software
click through to buy online from the listed stores
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Click on a model to see full product details: data downloaded from the Which? database on 23/03/09
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